A case of necrosis of hepatocellular carcinoma and tumor thrombus in the portal vein induced by transcatheter arterial lipiodol chemoembolization.
A case of hepatocellular carcinoma is reported in which the main tumor, intrahepatic metastases and a tumor thrombus in the portal vein were necrotized completely after Lipiodol chemoembolization. In this case, the tumor thrombus seemed to act as a portal embolus. This phenomenon is interesting because Lipiodol chemoembolization alone usually can not necrotize intra- or extra-capsular invasion, intrahepatic metastasis or tumor thrombus in the portal vein. This case is considered to be suggestive of a possible therapy for hepatocellular carcinoma.